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Recognizing the developmental opportunities offered by digital technologies, the need for developing countries and
developed countries to collaborate to exploit such opportunities, the first World Information Technology Forum (WITFOR) was
organized by the International Federation For Information Processing (IFIP) under the auspices of UNESCO. The Government of
Lithuania hosted the forum in Vilnius, 27-29 August 2003. Over 800 participants from 68 countries attended the Forum.

WITFOR focuses on the formation of the ICT-enabled development agenda and aims at assisting developing nations to
implement sustainable strategies for the application of ICT by organizing state-of-the-art conferences on global trends in ICTs and
relevant policy issues concerning developing countries. Also it aims at initiating projects in different areas of the ICT spectrum.

The aim of WITFOR is to examine different initiatives on effective, context sensitive development and use of ICT applications,
access to quality relevant information, and the development of "fair use principles” in the Internet Age.

|The outcome of WITFOR is now published in WITFOR 2003 White Book.|

Content: Vilnius Declaration; Algirdas Brazauskas; Prime Minister of the Republic of Lithuania; Yoshio Utsumi, Secretary-
General, International Telecommunication Union; L B Sebetela, Minister of Communications, Science and Technology, Republic of
Botswana; Ali Shabou, United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT); reports from Commissions on Preparing
the ground for ICT, Building the infrastructure, Economic Opportunity, Empowerment and participation, Health, Education,
Environment and Social and ethical aspects.
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